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Elisheva Appelbaum

Maycomb County
Newspaper

Attempted Lynching

To Kill a Mockingbird - Maycomb County Newspaper Project

Somewhere around seven and a half years ago, in the middle of first grade, | joined Milton,
or, at the time, JPDS. Over the course of my time here, I've gone from learning how to form
grammatically correct sentences, to clearly articulating my own opinions, to understanding
the world and others’ opinions, to forming essays, to expressing my thoughts through
different forms of writing. | struggled to choose an artifact that was capable of expressing my
experience at Milton and all that I've gained through my classes with teachers, relationships
with friends, and more. | settled on a piece of writing that | formed in 7th grade based on the
book To Kill a Mockingbird that | had previously titled, “The Maycomb County Newspaper.”
Assigning To Kill a Mockingbird was one of the ways that Milton aimed to widen our
knowledge of discrimination and racism. In writing this newspaper | had the opportunity to
study American history, including its flaws, and to understand the world from a point of view
very different from my own. Learning about these real life problems has helped me to gain a
better understanding of the history and struggles around me. Through this, Milton has also
encouraged me to consider ways to fight the problems that people are facing in order to have
a positive impact, and this has helped to better prepare me for the outside world.

Milton has provided an education that will help me use my resources and skills through
high school and beyond. Not only does this artifact show my growth at Milton, but it also
symbolizes the foundation my teachers and others have laid for me to continue to grow
and improve in life. I've had an amazing journey here, making memories along the way with
teachers, peers, and friends, and I've grown more than | ever would have thought possible
when | first came to Milton in the middle of first grade.
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Artifact for 8th Grade Graduation

Over the nine years that | have been in Milton, many projects have shaped my experience.

In fourth grade one of the main projects for the year was the country project. The project
consisted of choosing and researching a country, then creating a tri-fold, and writing
paragraphs about the culture in those countries. At the end of the school year, there was a
country fair for the whole school, where the fourth graders got to teach what they had learned
about their countries. | had attended four country fairs since joining the school, and couldn’t
wait to finally be a part of the tradition. This project taught us more than just geography; it
educated us on other cultures and broadened our view on the world. It was eye-opening to
learn about the culture in Morocco, my country, and how different it was from the life that |
lived here. More recently, this year, we worked on a model UN project, where we were assigned
countries to research about, and then solve real world problems from the standpoint of our
country. This put my growth into perspective. | looked back at my paragraphs and slideshows
from fourth grade and saw how much | have learned since then. Everything from the content
of my writing, the fonts that | chose, to the depth of the thinking, had changed. In nine years,
this school has given me an irreplaceable gift—knowledge—and the curiosity to continue
learning.
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Maiya Blumenthal

My Basketball Jersey

“Milton on 3, Family on 6!"” This chant, which we would say at the end of each basketball
practice and game this season, helped me realize what it really meant to be on the Milton
basketball team specifically and at Milton generally. As | look back on all my time at Milton,
being on the basketball team was an experience that stood out to me.

“Milton on 3!" Chanting these words at the end of practices and games was not just a way
to show our school spirit. For me, these simple words have a deeper meaning: pride in my
school, commitment to Jewish values, and developing a lifelong love of learning. “Family on 6.”

| had the opportunity to connect with students in different grades. | learned how passionate
the staff is, taking on coaching duties beyond their daily jobs or coming to games to cheer on
their students. | witnessed the love and support the entire school brings to each game. So, for
my artifact | chose my 8th grade basketball jersey: Number 50.

In sum, “Milton on 3, Family on 6.”
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Jacob Breeze

3rd Grade State Project

Over my time at Milton, | have had many memories and meaningful experiences that | could
have chosen to talk about as graduation approaches. Being here since kindergarten, | have
had the opportunity to watch myself progress throughout the years. One piece of work
specifically has stuck with me over all this time: my third-grade state project.

The state | was given to research was Nebraska. This was the first time | got to create a project
and write paragraphs all by myself. | was able to create and present a travel guide, which |
made by learning about the culture in a state of which | had no previous knowledge. | made
a poster filled with the paragraphs and information | gathered and was able to decorate it as

| liked. It was amazing to see all the work my classmates and | had done in the time we were
given. Overall, it was a super fun experience that laid the foundation for many more projects
and assignments in the years that followed.
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Eleanor Brosowsky

Third Grade Native American Project

Over my seven years at JPDS/Milton | have come to appreciate the strength of a good
foundation. And by that, | mean that my experience at this school has undoubtedly helped
form who | am as a person now, and who | will be in the future. I've been taught by so many
amazing people about so many amazing things, but what has stuck out to me the most
throughout my many different classes is the emphasis put on understanding those different
from ourselves. | specifically remember one of the very first instances of this was in third
grade. While each one of us studied a different state throughout the duration of the year, we
also learned the histories of the numerous regions. Not only did we learn about the creation
of the states, but we learned about those who lived there before us: the Native Americans. We
learned about the many diverse tribes and their distinctive buildings, crops, family lives, and
cultures. After doing our research, everyone split into groups of two or three by the location
of their states and created a sculpture or a model to represent the tribe of our area. My group
and | were assigned to study the Iroquois, and made a working (but small) model of stickball,
a precursor to lacrosse, created by the Iroquois. This project was a highlight of my year - not
just because it was super fun, but because it promoted the importance of diversity. It's very
hard to look at the world free from biases, but when you know not just your own history, but
the history of those around you, you are able to begin to see the world from other points

of view. And learning about the Native Americans’ history; as well as our country’s history,
has allowed me to broaden my perspective. | could not be more grateful to have had an
environment and community that encourages and embraces the changing and widening
views of our world.

10
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Gideon Brosowsky
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Motivation

Milton has taught me many things throughout the years. | have become a better writer, a
better reader, and overall, a better student because of the education that | have received.
There is no better way to illustrate this than by showing two of the writing projects | did

this year. My first was my final project for Lord Of The Flies. While it was certainly an option
to do a classic regular writing project, | was given the opportunity to do something more
creative. So | decided to write a couple scenes of dialogue between the four Enlightenment
philosophers that we studied, analyzing the plot of the novel as a way to prove their theories
on human nature. This helped me not only to think about the book's deeper meaning, but
also to explore ways to apply some of the philosophical lessons that we learned to modern
times. Later in the year, we did our first Document Based Question, which involved a week
of preparation followed by writing a full essay in 40 minutes. | would like to say that | am
someone who lets the assignment fill the deadline; give me two weeks and | use the full two
weeks. But when given an assignment to write a composition in a class period, | found out
that | can use whatever time | have to put forth my ideas. Due dates and deadlines provide
external motivation, but the opportunity to explore ideas in imaginative and out-of-the-box
ways ignite my internal motivation. | am grateful for all the opportunities | have had at Milton
to engage in learning that has spurred my internal motivation and creative effort.

12
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Dani Cotlear

THE WANDERINGS
fOF »

DYSSEUS

THESTORMEOESBHEODYSSEY

ROSEMARY SUTCLIFF

Sixth Grade Wanderings of Odysseus Project

Milton always finds a way to encourage interactive learning, making the school experience
more memorable overall. In sixth grade we read a version of the Odyssey, an epic poem
written by Homer. We had been learning about Ancient Greece. This inspired two of my
friends and me to create a rap which was a summary, depicting and recreating Homer's
tale. The rap had exchanging lines, ongoing rhymes that were sublime(s). This early Milton
experience taught me the importance of combining the core values of education, creativity,
and positive feelings for learning. Go Milton!

14
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Yehuda Dachman

Milton’s FLL Robotics Team

| came to Milton when | was in fifth grade. It was the year of 2018-19, and it was the first year

in the new building. That year, the school decided that the school should start a First Lego
League robotics team. At the time, | joined the program because it had cool robots, but | have
stuck with it every year since, and it has been one of the most valuable experiences that | have
had at Milton. It helped me further advance my engineering and design skills, and it pushed
me to learn computer programming. It taught me to work better as part of a team but also to
improve as an individual. Above all, it was an incredibly fun and meaningful experience, and |
am very excited to continue robotics in the future.
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Ami Epstein

The Egg Drop Challenge

Throughout my time at Milton, | have learned many important traits and characteristics that
helped define me. One trait is my love for engineering, design, and problem solving. The egg
drop project we did in third grade sparked this interest for me. This taught me engineering,
design thinking, and problem solving through the need to protect our egg through a 50-ish
foot drop with limited materials and time. Through this project, | also learned the value and
fun of teamwork. | needed to collaborate with my partners to keep our egg safe while still
agreeing on what materials we should use to make our contraption. My partners and | didn't
always agree, but we shared our different perspectives and ended up coming up with a plan
that incorporated our different ideas and opinions. When it came time to drop the egg, our
egg landed safely and didn't break. | was filled with a feeling of victory back then. And now
that | think back on it | see that this project represents the joy | feel in figuring out a puzzle or
a problem, coming up with an idea or new way of doing things, and figuring things out with
my friends. Through my years, Milton has shaped me, and | am thankful for it.

18



|""OWON "My

NAY N2y

[IND'T .I'WDY TYI |ANN ,0W YYD 107" 'NTN7 .[I07'M2A ‘N NNDA NI L,MY 'Y DY
DTN NX 'Y ,0"INX DNINK D7OXWD 'W'Y OI' 73 .24 NNDN |ND'T N7 Y7 W'Y TNR
2270 N7 D DT DX NIYY? 'NANN TINA X .0D'7Y DI7W 'W7 1N ,NAY 211yl D'YIVY
NT7 Yayann TINN 'IX .NAY 7W 20 NNNK 7DX7 79 XN201 K20 7w N7 1710 IRY
T NINODI 1AW N7W DMINXN NNINKR NIX INRT 1INIRY QDIT "X .TIRA 210 0T DX DITI
12NIX NT NN .1N7¢ DTN DR YINNYT 12270 NN ,WITR DONX 7Y D1imn NRn [N71un
1INIXY "INKX .D'Y TIVI DD'7Y DI7YW DY DA NNIX WITPN DK 70X “RNXINN” 11'YY
NX NNYY X7 '7¢ N1Imn 72X ,11'YUyY D TIRA 12T A7 .[ITAN N2 DX Y ,7DK7 11010
TNI'A TINA DT D 210 DA 0T 72K ,NT IX 112NK 1INIX D 210 NN X7 DT .ONKRY v DT
757 DT DX DTR IX N2V 7Y 2V NNNKYT DAY N7ap NIYYY 'R DY 'MTNY X .1'WDY
.DN'R DAY N72p NWYR IR DT 2 ''wdl 7w 0NN

19



Micaela Fistel

The Milton Panda Welcome Gift

My experience at Milton has been nothing short of extraordinary,
New, adventurous, and educational.

| have immersed myself in Hebrew vocabulary,

Judaism, and friends, irreplaceable.

My artifact is the Milton Welcome Gift,

The foam panda stress ball.

Why would | choose something as small as my fist?

Because it was the warm welcome that started it all.

If one memory had to have been chosen,

It would have to be the day that | arrived.

| was so excited, eager, and full of emotion,

After being in another country, my Jewish studies had been deprived.
| was considered a new student at the beginning at 4th grade,
So the Admissions Office had a meeting with my family.

My dad was happy-crying because just as he had prayed,

| would get the Jewish and Hebrew education, finally.

Over the years that | have been at Milton,

| have grown in knowledge and friendships.

| am proud of where | started,

And what | have accomplished.
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Maya Fritz

My Fourth Grade Creative Writing Story

Looking back over my many years at Milton since kindergarten, | fondly remember a fourth
grade creative writing project that helped me develop my writing and realize the joy and love
| have for it. Each morning of the first semester in my General Studies class, my teacher, Ms.
Goldstein, displayed a photograph from the news on the whiteboard. There was no caption
or explanation that accompanied the picture. The assignment for the class was to quietly
introspect and write about what we saw. Afterward, we discussed our interpretation of the
image and then Ms. Goldstein would explain its true origin.

After doing this for a few months, Ms. Goldstein assigned us to write a short story loosely
based on one of the photographs. | chose to expound on a photograph of a young Muslim
girl in a burqua. | researched more about the culture of Islam and wrote a short story about
an American girl whose plane crashes in a Muslim community and develops a special
connection and friendship with a Muslim girl her age.

It was a very unigue and impactful assignment for many reasons. First, | was given absolute
freedom in all aspects of my writing such as the plot, style, and length, and this was really
exciting for me. Second, | was delighted by the opportunity to have the chance to use a range
of vocabulary such as the word ‘azure’ to describe the ocean and ‘torrents of tears’' to describe
the girl's reaction after the plane crashed. Finally, | was very proud of its complicated plotline
and its hefty length of four pages, the most I'd ever written.

| have deeply cherished the creative projects such as this that I've had at Milton. I'm so
thankful that I've been able to explore my imagination and individuality through the lens of
what we are learning. These experiences have motivated and inspired me and given me the
confidence to write on my own time and even to submit my writings for publication outside
of school. | am so grateful for the confidence and learning | have gained at Milton.
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Tsion Getachew

Our TEVA Trip

Over the course of my time at Milton, the whole-grade overnight trips have been highlights.
In fifth grade we went on a four-day, three-night trip at Pearlstone where we participated in
the TEVA program, an experience that connects Jewish values with environmental learning
and consciousness. Every day was an adventure and on the last full day, we were tasked with
creating something with which we would remember the trip. We had an activity where we
made pieces of tie-dye cloth. The task was to create dye from natural resources like plants
and to then turn a white piece of cloth to a colorful work of art. | remember that even as |
struggled with the process of creating the dye, my friends went out of their way to help. It was
such a short and seemingly forgettable moment but it's times like these that I'll look back on
and remember fondly from my 8 years at this school.
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Maya Goldman

Fifth Grade Shabbaton

Over the course of these amazing nine years at Milton (and JPDS), | have made many
memories that will stay with me for years to come. One that was especially meaningful and
impacted me the most, was the Fifth Grade Shabbaton.

While our class all became friends through going to school together, | felt like the Fifth Grade
Shabbaton was the first time we went from being just friends, to being a community, a pn'7n.
We had Shabbat dinner together, prayed together, played games together, and at the end,
did Havdalah. It was the first of many special bonding experiences like this outside of school,
all leading up to the Israel trip. We left the Fifth Grade Shabbaton feeling less like a grade at
Milton, and more like a second family.

One of the most meaningful parts of the Fifth Grade Shabbaton was how we all wrote a dvar
Torah, a short lesson, about the parsha that week. It showed how much we had all grown
and learned at Milton. Milton has taught us how to look at a text, find a deeper meaning, and
connect it to our lives. We don't just look for the obvious answer on the page, but clear our
own path and create new ideas to share with others in our community.

My experience at Milton is something | will forever cherish. | am so thankful that | was given
this opportunity to grow, learn, and become the person | am today. | would like to thank all
the people that have helped me get to where | am. Because of you, | am ready to take my
next step out into the real world and am ready to face the problems that might get thrown
my way.
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Haggadahs

Looking back on my years at Milton, | vividly remember the haggadahs we made every year.
Each year as Pesach rolled around, we would all work on a haggada as a grade, writing dvars,
lessons and insights based on the text. In some cases, we would make illustrations like one |
made of a stick figure of Moses beating up the Egyptians. The one dvar Torah | remmember the
most fondly was for the haggadah | made in 2020 when | was in sixth grade. | remember working
really hard on it and being super proud when | finished. Looking back on it, | can see some...
flaws, for instance it is a total of 176 words written in size 26 font. This was a strangely pleasant
surprise, as it helped me to recognize how much my writing had grown in the past 2 years.

It's really easy to not fully see how much you have been learning and improving. But when |
compared my 6th grade insights to my 8th grade dvar Torah, | couldn’t even tell it was me.
Although my 2020 dvar was not as inspiring as | thought it was, | still have very fond memories
of it. At Pesach in 2020, | hinted to everyone about a performance that was about to take place
during the seder and after | finished sharing my lesson, | answered questions from my fans,
my family. It's great to see how much | have learned and grown, and | loved working on all of
my hagaddas through the years.

Working on different contributions to the haggadah each year is something unique to my
experience at Milton that | will really miss, and | have so many happy memories of writing and
showing the haggadahs to friends and family. I'm honestly crushed that my time at Milton

is coming to an end. | love the kehila we have built together and how our whole grade has
become so close over the years. | will miss all of you so much and | still can't believe that |
won't be with you next year. | think my 6th grade haggadah is one of many things that show
just how much we have all changed and grown throughout our time together. Milton, | owe
literally everything | know academically to you. Thank you so much for all the good memories.
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Meital Hochstein

Second Grade DC Research Project

At Milton, we often take advantage of the fact that we live in DC by going on field trips to
places like memorials and museums, but one memory that stands out for me is when | was
just eight years old interviewing students at Georgetown University. In second grade, we were
tasked with choosing a place in DC to research and write about, and when | saw Georgetown
University as an option | immediately picked that one. That day, my mom and | explored the
campus, stopping random students to ask about their experience there, being in awe when

| saw their library, and trying to find out what “Hoya Saxa” means. At the time, | was over

the moon to talk to all the cool college kids and see what I'll get to do when | grow up. The
students | spoke to were all so excited that they have the opportunity to live in Washington,
DC, a city that is so vibrant, diverse and interesting. Sometimes | forget how special it is that |
live, and go to school in one of the most fascinating cities in our country - literally the nation’s

capital. Talking to those students made me remember and appreciate how lucky | am to have
DC as the backdrop of my education.
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Daniel Jacobson

Finding Ancient Pottery at Beit Guvrin

The artifact that | chose is a two thousand-year-old piece of pottery that | found in a cave at
Beit Guvrin during our Israel trip this past March. The cave dates back to the Hellenistic period
and was brimming with Jewish history. The pottery was abandoned as the Edomites were
fleeing, and now adults and children can help uncover what was left behind and learn about
civilizations previously located there. While looking for artifacts, my friends and | discovered
a treasure trove of pottery. The feeling of being the first person to interact with this pottery
in two thousand years was both exhilarating and humbling. And the fact that this belonged
to some random Eomite 2200 years ago was fascinating to me. It left me with so many
questions such as, “Who last touched this pottery?” “What was their job?" “What was their
everyday life like?” | am naturally very curious, and this experience is just one of the many
ways that Milton has given me the ability to explore my curiosity— and to do so alongside my
friends. Thank you so much for this opportunity and so many others.
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Serah Jeruchim

The Inquiry Project

In sixth grade, we took part in an inquiry project during science. The inquiry project was an
opportunity that we had as young middle schoolers to design our own testable questions
and answer them through an experiment we designed. For my inquiry project, | came up
with an experiment to calculate the amount of electrolytes in different drinks. The inquiry
project was an important milestone in my learning career at Milton because | had more
freedom and creativity to focus on something that interested me. In addition to being fun,
the inquiry project also enabled me to learn some very important life skills. When conducting
my experiment | had to perform many trials, each time changing a different variable until

my experiment succeeded. These trials taught me patience, persistence, and confidence in
my capabilities and my own ideas. These are things | will take with me even after my time at
Milton is done. | deeply appreciate the educational opportunities that | have had at Milton, like
the inquiry project, as well as the friendships that | have formed here. Thank you, teachers,
families, and fellow graduates! You have all impacted me in ways that | will always remember.
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Nava Klar

Building Sukkot at Mifgashim

Over the course of my time at Milton, I've had many amazing experiences. All of my best
experiences at Milton were with my friends. In seventh grade, we built a sukkah at Valley
Mill the week before Sukkot. | am very fond of this memory, because we all worked together
to make it. Our sukkah shows that when we work together we can make anything, even a
sukkah with six walls and a grass braid roof. | loved the Mifgashim experience, because | got
to do all kinds of outdoor things with my friends that | wouldn't be able to do in an indoor
school setting. | know that this sounds kind of cheesy, but being at Milton with all of my
friends has been an incredible experience, and one | will cherish forever.
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Ariella Klugman

“Wooter” Bracelet

Over the course of my many years at Milton one of my fondest memories is my advisory group
and all the activities we did together. At the start of my first year in middle school, we were
assigned advisory groups. | was immediately excited to hear that | had Ms. Savopoulos as an
adviser, and, of course, she made it so fun. During one of our first meetings, we discussed
potential names for our advisory group, and we all decided on “Wooter" because that's

how Ms. Savopoulos says water. A week or so after, as a bonding activity, we made beaded
bracelets each with our advisory name on it. Our advisory brings joy to the day. We always get
the option to speak for two minutes about whatever we want, and we have annual birthday
celebrations dedicated to each person in our advisory. We always listen to each other (mostly)
and have fun together. In Israel, we took an advisory picture as well as having an advisory
picture from Ms. Savopoulos’s birthday celebration. Our advisory is a part of my school week,
and | am so glad | spent it with all of my friends. Even after my three years in middle school, |
still look forward to advisory every week.
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Ella Kotelanski

Kindergarten Birthday Box

| started learning at this school in kindergarten. On the first days of kindergarten, | showed
up in my colorful striped pants and rainbow shirt, excited, but nervous for the day to come. |
didn’t realize that would be the day, | would be meeting my fellow classmates and friends for
life. For my artifact, | chose my Kindergarten Birthday Box. This wooden box covered in pink
spotted 1 paper and pictures of my friends, is filled with personalized notes and poems from
all of my kindergarten classmates. This gesture was the beginning of my connection with
this grade. | have learned what it means to be Jewish and how | am able to share traditions
and experiences with family and friends. We have all grown individually and explored our
identities. Over the past nine years, | have shared countless meaningful discussions in class
and educational experiences in and out of the classroom that | will cherish forever. As | move
on with my education, this small box will continue to sit on my bedside table, reminding me
of my part in the Milton community, the memories | made, and the relationships | will take
with me always.
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Molly Kurtzer-Ellenbogen
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My Kindergarten Yearbook

9 years, 9 months, and 15 days ago | got off of the bus at the newly introduced South Campus
and began my first year at Milton. | walked into my classroom bursting with hope, joy, and
excitement for the years to come, and Milton did not disappoint. Kindergarten was a magical
year, a year filled with fun projects, interesting field trips, and Kabbalat Shabbats with the
discordant, yet still beautiful, sound of 60-something five-year-olds singing Zoom Gali Gali. It
didn't take very long for Milton to feel like home. At the end of the year, my class, Gan Tmarim,
was presented with our own special yearbook, made by our teacher and packed with pictures
of our best times from the past year. Each student had their own page, and at the end was

a series of group pictures of our class. Looking back at that yearbook, | see that so much has
changed, but at the same time, very little is truly different. Milton has helped shape me into
an articulate and responsible world citizen, a critical thinker, and a kind and respectful human
being. At the same time, | am still close friends with many of those | met on my first day, and
the curiosity with which | entered this school has most certainly not faded. When | open up
my yearbook from so long ago and see the six-year-old | used to be beaming up at me from
the colorful pages, it reminds me of how lucky | was to go to a school like Milton for so much
of my life. So now, 9 years, 9 months, and 15 days later, | leave this school with the same hope,
joy, and excitement with which | came in, and for that | am forever grateful.
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Emma Libowitz

Animal Farm Projects

The humble beginning of Animal Farm,

All started with a speech inside of a barn.

One of the pigs, Old Major, was his name.
Lit up a spark that started the flame ...

Those are the opening lines of a rap | wrote about Animal Farm in sixth grade. The Humanities
assignment challenged us to be creative as we displayed our learning about Animal Farm, an
allegorical novel by George Orwell about the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the establishment
of the Soviet Union. We had to create three projects that explored the themes, characters, and
historical context of the novel. In addition to the rap, | created a collage that explored the theme
of delusion. My favorite of the three was a political speech, written from the perspective of the
character Squealer, a two-faced spokesperson for the dictator, masterfully deceiving the public.
| had been fascinated by his speeches in the book and the way his words motivated other
characters despite clearly being full of lies. So naturally, | had to write my own. Perhaps it was
the creativity or the immersion with the characters and their goals that transfixed me but as |
wrote, | was completely in the zone. | felt really connected to the material and that engagement
manifested itself into some of my best writing. Now, when I'm working on a project, | always think
back to my Squealer speech and hope to emulate the determination and dedication | tapped
into that day. | am so grateful to be a graduate of Milton. This school has given me the tools to
think deeply and critically and be able to recognize perspective and bias within a given source.
As | go out into the world and avoid being brainwashed by a tyrannical pig, | will know who to
thank. Thank you to all my teachers over the years for sparking the flame of my learning. | am

so grateful to you all for helping me reach this moment. Whether in Humanities, Math, Science,
Hebrew, Toshba, or TanaKh, | have been able to follow my curiosity, challenge myself, be creative,
make connections to Jewish tradition and the land of Israel, and develop new perspectives to
understand the world.
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Tali Loeffler

Second Grade Space Station

These past nine years have truly been a roller coaster. | have learned so much, made so many
friendships, and had experiences that | will treasure forever. Milton has taught me many
valuable lessons. From learning about my identity, to exploring the world around me, what

| have gained is an amazing experience | will never forget. Among the lessons | have been
taught, | have learned to use the design thinking process to create something important.

My second grade space station represents a time when | was able to use creative thinking

to imagine and make something that did not already exist. Each group of students was told
to create either a spaceship or a space station for the planet assigned to them. My partner
was Eleanor, and we were tasked with designing and building a space station that could
orbit Saturn. This assignment coincided with our space unit in general studies. We had been
studying the solar system, so we had the background knowledge needed to design a working
space station. After ideating and identifying the requirements, we decided to make a space
station that resembled Saturn’s rings. Looking back on this experience, | feel it taught me
many valuable lessons and is a terrific example of my use of the design thinking process, a
process we practice constantly at Milton.
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Adan Magnas

My All About Book Artifact

The artifact that | chose was my “All About Book” that | made in 4th grade. This project was
about choosing any topic or theme and writing all about that subject. | chose to write all
about superheroes. My book talks about all the superheroes in the fictional world, but also
about how people in the real world can be heroes too. In my 7th grade Hebrew class, we had a
unit on superheroes too and we learned Hebrew words and phrases connected to this theme,
but the bigger lesson is one | have learned throughout my years at Milton. Through projects

like my “All About Book” and my seventh grade Hebrew unit, we learned that anyone can be a
hero in their own way.
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Amalia Netter

Homes Around the World Fourth Grade Project

Out of all the great projects I've completed throughout my nine years at Milton, | chose the
“Homes Around the World” project from fourth grade. In this project, we were each assigned
to study a type of home from a foreign country. This project involved studying the culture,
climate, and people from that land. We were also told to create a model of the home with
explanations about its function. | was assigned a Yurt from Mongolia. My partner and | got

to create a beautiful home, pictured here and study the Mongolian culture. Throughout this
project, my writing and art skills greatly improved and | had the opportunity to learn the value
and meaning of a home. In reflecting on what to share about my learning at our graduation,

| chose this project about homes because Milton has become a second home to me over
these years. This project represents my many years of Milton and how | got to learn about
many cultures around the world and see how Milton is an open place and home for everyone.

50



201 NIy

Nwn 11uY

NIX NINYT 2 7 2WNY [IND'T OT .7 DNDN DY 78U MD70WD KIN (107'an Y |ND'T
12270 ,0'7WIN1 NAWD 7av MIynwn TINN D' 7Y D110 DN 02NN OY 7R
NN1271 NMO0'7A [NUXRN'ONXT DA 11070 NITN'Y 7RI DY DX W2AIN7 7210 01 7nins
DY 7KW NIFNY ANNY D 70 "My, AT INIKA .NTYNAIN7AN D' DA 1t 7P
NNd> DY D'TIN'? "MIynwn N 017N 1727 *7'awa X991 0 N %W DN nnan
N"IVO'NN VI N'TIN'D NMIVO'NN 7V NITN 'MTNY 7RIYWA 7 DIV DNY D'WIRNN
DY D'P7NN 7Y TIM97 M7 .28e 7w ronaikan v nann 1% oA nfxwn
NrNn 7 v %71 won% "%y yiown ntn 71r'on .amY TV 0NN ,0'oinnn v
75 "7 D"2NN QY NIFMY RID NTA 710NN TR DN IRY NN, T'NYa 07102 DTN Y
9'2 DN 17 N'Y NIMIpEn N2IN7 12700 170N o

51



Theo Rothenberg

Israel Maven Hat

On our last day of our Israel trip, we each got a sky blue hat from our tour guide. It ended

up being really helpful- as the bright color helped us spot the members of our group at the
Ben Gurion so we wouldn't get lost... The hat represents our trip- but it also is a memento of
our whole grade. Right when we got the hats, we started signing each other’s hats, just like
we would have signed yearbooks. | love this hat, and it will be something | will have for quite
some time. For me this hat will be used to remember my time at Milton, my friends, and the
amazing experience | had on the Israel trip.

52



AN1101N DNMNARN

v
g\

Xaw? 71'on

VYN [I07'N] DN'X 'MTN7Y 7w 02NN DY 782 NIk "l miyawn TINN 0T
§alh]Y)

53



Magan Schulsinger

6th Grade Artifact Project

Throughout my middle school years at Milton, one of the many experiences that | will take
away was my 6th grade ancient Egypt artifact project. My artifact project in humanities class
had a big impact on my experiences here. It was my first ever research assignment that
included a parent exposition at Milton. | was excited. The project was assigned to me just as |
started Milton in the middle of 6th grade.

“Well, what was my artifact project in humanities?” you might ask.

Each of us students had to come up with an artifact based on a subject we studied in Ancient
Egypt. Once every student finished preparing for it, parents got the wonderful opportunity
to see our artifacts displayed. We had decorated the entire middle school commmons area
to make it feel like we were walking through ancient Egypt. The experience made a deep
impression on me. The artifact | made was an Egyptian mummy, and | also got to paint
pyramids as part of the setting for the expo. | enjoyed being able to make my artifact with
friends and think about the connections of our studies to the Passover story | learned each
year. Now as | think back on making the pyramids, | see that these structures rested on a
sturdy base, a strong foundation. And | can make a connection to the ways being at Milton
has helped me lay the foundation of my Jewish identity. That foundation helps me to thrive
and continue to grow as a person and as a Jew. | am so grateful for the time | had at Milton.
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Eva Schwartz

Sixth Grade Immersive Learning Week Painting

There were many artifacts that | wanted to choose for this presentation, because each one
carries a specific memory that | would love to share. Luckily, | was able to find one that | feel both
summarizes the years I've spent at this school while holding a particularly significant memory
that took part in shaping my learning and perspective .

| first experienced Immersive Learning Week in the 6th grade when | was participating in the
Passion and Purpose course. The end goal of this course was to examine how art can serve as an
expression of personal passion and be devoted to a particular purpose. We visited a number of
art exhibits in DC and then we worked on creating our own piece of art based on our interests.
At first, | had no clue what | was doing because | was trying to figure out how to paint the most
perfect compilation of my many passions. | realized that was impossible, and instead chose to
focus on my love of books as the subject of my painting. The painting reveals how books created
different worlds for me and the positive impact reading them had on my life. This immersive
learning week helped me to learn more about myself through my choices and passions.

Now how does this connect to my overall Milton experience? Well | remember, having been in
Ms. Schopf's Tefillah elective, God Talk, and how she emphasized looking at not only the details
but also the bigger picture. If you're looking too closely at a painting — in this case the painting |
made in Immersive Learning Week, all you will see are streaks and random bursts of color, which
can be beautiful in their own right. But if you take a step back, you can see the overall picture
more clearly and that wider perspective can tell a story of its own. | am doing this now. | am about
to graduate from the school where | have basically grown up and am soon going to part ways
with classmates that | have known since kindergarten. Each individual memory here has meant
so much and contributed to the overall Milton picture. As | take a step back and look at these
memories all together, | know | will hold this big picture of all | gained from Milton over these
years and | will cherish this time forever.
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Sophie Schwartz

My Costume from The Sound of Music

Only five years ago | stood on stage for my third grade performance of The Lion King, and

| was petrified. Frightening thoughts consumed my brain, and my stomach was all tied up

in knots. Once | walked up on stage, | saw hundreds of familiar and unfamiliar faces staring

at me, the lights were glaring in my eyes, and it was finally my turn to speak; | felt like the
whole weight of the show was being carried on my shoulders. When the audience erupted
into applause and the curtains closed, | felt some pride and confidence in how | did, but |
lacked that feeling while | was actually performing. Only two years later was my fifth grade
performance of The Sound of Music, but this time | was slightly less terrified. Since third grade
| had experienced more opportunities to be on stage in front of an audience and to present to
big groups of people, but despite that, | still felt some uneasiness and anxiety. It was only once
| put on my costume that those emotions changed. Suddenly | felt so ready and fearless to
get up on the stage and perform. DO RE M| began to play, and | was beaming as | walked on
the stage. | sang with gusto and confidence, and it felt so natural, which | think was reflected
in my performance. | walked away from that show, with courage and self assurance that |

had done a great job. That costume represents more than just a thrilling experience and an
enjoyable show; it symbolizes a feeling and skill that Milton instilled in me: confidence and
poise. Milton taught me how to perform with confidence, make eye contact when presenting,
and speak smoothly and naturally when doing public speaking. From performing in school
plays, to showcasing school projects, this skill has been crucial to my success. Now today, five
years after my very first Milton performance, | stand on this stage with confidence and pride
in myself, and a deep appreciation for all that Milton has given me.
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Eden Sharon

First Grade Creative Writing Book

Over the course of my nine years at Milton, | have learned countless lessons and engaged in
lots of different projects and assignments, but one that has really stuck with me is a book |
made in first grade. My class worked together to write a book with many different genres of
writing, varying from haikus to autobiographies. This was the first time | had ever created
anything that had to do with creative writing. This was a pivotal moment in my early years at
Milton/JPDS because this was the first time | had written something like this, which opened
up the doors to my creative abilities. This project was the initial spark to my love of the
creative arts and everything that it includes. | not only practiced writing, but | also began to
research topics. Research and writing has been a focus of my years at Milton and | have had
the opportunity to explore topics that interested me and to write about subjects in ways that
allowed me to apply my creativity and curiosity. | am grateful for these opportunities and all
that | have gained over my years at Milton.
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Ma’ayan Singer

Kindergarten Sculpture Project

Over the course of my time at Milton, | have learned to express my creativity and knowledge
in so many meaningful ways. | have done many creative and engaging projects throughout
kindergarten all the way through eighth grade but one that | find especially memorable
was the kindergarten sculpture project. In kindergarten, our teachers informed us that each
class was going to be doing our own unique project to display ourselves in an artistic light.
My class, Rimonim, had decided that each student would create a sculpture of themselves,
exhibiting how we think about and want to represent ourselves. We spent many weeks of
hard work planning, and, then eventually, building our individual sculptures. We met in small
groups to give and receive feedback on our projects. | wanted my sculpture to look like me,
but more importantly, express my interest in art and design. Our teacher, Mrs. Cohen really
pushed us to use our imagination to its fullest potential. Milton has helped bring out the
creativity in me, and | will continue to cherish what Milton has taught me in the future. This
sculpture project shows how Milton encouraged us to be ourselves and helped us to be the
best we can be.
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Ari Skolnick-Einhorn

Picture from Har Herzl

Although | have only lived in DC for 2 years, both of which were impacted by Covid, Milton has
changed how | will make crucial decisions later in my life. Our time in Israel was especially
impactful, and one particular conversation stands out for me. As we walked into Mount Herzl/
Har Herzl, the mood shifted. We entered an amphitheater with a view of Herzl's tomb and our
tour guide, Yonit, spoke with us about the way Israel remembers their fallen heroes. | shared
how | think it's meaningful that we commmemorate Yom Hazikaron and it leads directly into
celebrating Yom Ha'atzmaut. It is important to mourn all the Israeli soldiers who have died,
but it is equally important to celebrate what they were able to achieve while sacrificing their
lives. As | think of this, | think about my future- about moving to Israel as one way to honor

all of these soldiers. This trip to Israel, specifically this moment, and all my time at Milton will
impact all my future choices and decisions in life. While | know I'm not yet at the stage of my
life to make those kinds of decisions, the Israel trip in this moment changed how | will think
about these choices later in my life.
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Etzy Skromne

My Kindergarten Notebook

Throughout my many years of study at Milton/JPDS, I've had many moments and memories
that | will carry with me for the rest of my life. An object that helps me think of my education
from the very beginning is my kindergarten notebook. On the surface, the symbolism is clear
- | learned how to write in kindergarten, in this very notebook. This is an instrumental skill
that was significant to learn at that time. When digging deeper, there is more than meets the
eye. Nine years ago, we could choose to write about whatever we wanted to. As | look back,

| can see that | wrote about what | treasure most, my friends, and my family. For example,

| wrote about sleepovers | had had, family visits, hobbies, and everything else that as a five
year old was important to me. Now, as a fourteen year old, | can reflect back and realize that
my values are not that different from what they were back then. | still care about everything |
cared about then, but now so much more. | have so many experiences, memories, and more
friendships than what | had on my very first day here at Milton, nine years ago. And | will carry
these all with me forever.
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Asher Steiner

Second Grade Outer Space Exploration

My name is Asher Steiner, and I'd like to talk about the rocket project we did in second grade
science. | had just gotten back from living in Israel for about a year, and was still getting
used to living in the US again. Making a rocket ship was - (in little Asher's mind)- awesome.

| worked in a team with a few other students, and we eventually produced a five-floor ship,
with all the essentials an astronaut might need. | loved seeing our creation completed and
imagining it shooting through space. This project inspired a wonder in me and an interest in
engineering and science, as well as in solving problems. Milton contributed so much to my
childhood, nurturing my curiosity and creativity from a young age.
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Milton’s Shuk

One of my earliest memories at Milton is from first grade. When | was in first grade, | went
to an in-school shuk that the sixth grade was running to raise money to send to Israel. |
remember that my classmates and | waited outside of the gym. Then our teacher came
around and handed us tickets. When | walked in, | saw a bunch of tables with games and toys
and so much more. We spent a certain amount of tickets to get something we wanted. | got
a game, a stuffed animal, and a block that has an S on it. That was a really fun experience.
And then seven years later, | was waiting with a ticket to actually enter the land of Israel with
people who | have spent most of my life with on our eighth grade trip! Going to Israel in
eighth grade was the culmination of all of our years at Milton connecting with and learning
about Israel’s history, land, and people. | am so grateful for the experience of learning about
Israel and traveling to and experiencing Israel with my friends and teachers from Milton.
While my future journeys will be with different people, | am so grateful for the experiences
and journeys | have had over the past nine years.
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Miriam Turner

What | Treasure Most

This year and the past nine years have been the best of my life, not that there was much

life before that. Of course, Seventh grade and half of Sixth grade were very hard, but | still
enjoyed them. Kind of. But many of my most meaningful memories are from earlier years.

| have been asked the question, what is my most treasured possession? | have spent a long
time thinking about it, especially since | was asked it in kindergarten, but a few years ago |
finally had an answer. My favorite things that | own are my memories. Over the years, this
school has welcomed me, and | found and built a community here. It also helped me feel
more comfortable in the Jewish community. | have so many favorite memories from over

the years, from Israel, from my fourth grade class, from birthday lunch, from the first day

of kindergarten, but | only have so much time. So | could just talk really fast, but | want to

be understood, so sadly, | am only going to choose one from third grade. On Fridays during
lunch, my class would push our desks together into one big table and spread a white paper
tablecloth over them. This made me feel more connected to my classmates because we were
not at our own tables anymore, now we were together. Then we would get a piece of challah,
and a little tiny plastic cup that was probably terrible for the environment, filled with grape
juice. Then a few volunteers would go up to the front of the classroom and light the candles
and say the blessings. After everybody ate lunch, we sang Shabbat songs. As | was writing this
| was remembering more and more of those times, like how the hot lunch was grilled cheese
and green peppers and sliced cherry tomatoes in a baggie. | remembered how | would give
away my green peppers because | hated them. | remember how | felt like | belonged.
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AELERL L

My Hiking Boots

| love these dirty boots! Who knew that Ima’'s Amazon spree at 11:00 at night sometime last
year would be the symbol of my time at Milton. Together — my boots and | have been through
a lot. When the rest of the world was locked down and shut in, Milton rented Bretton Woods
and Valley Mill so we could have a place to feel free and have fun and learn. These boots were
with me. During the Adventures in Nature Immersive Learning Week, | met new friends,
pushed my limits, and learned about the world — and these boots were with me. And, finally,
in Israel when | climbed historic hills and walked on antiquated stones — these boots were
with me. To me, these boots represent everything that is unconventional and special about
Milton. These are boots that will always signify Milton for me. When on a journey, you have to
always remember where you were to know where you need to go.

“To unpathed waters, undreamed shores” — Shakespeare
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Audrey Yedwab

Kindergarten Special Doll

I've been attending JPDS, now Milton, since kindergarten. During my student spotlight in
kindergarten, | received a customized doll. Each of us in the class received a doll handmade
by a couple of classmates. Our class came up with the idea, and each week someone else
received a doll and each week different people helped make the doll. This doll is special
because | still have it and it shows that even when we barely knew each other we still cared
for each other. Throughout the years our grade has shown care toward each other, we
support each other and help each other through the good and bad times we all experienced.
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Isaac Yourman

My Milton Kippah

My Milton artifact has been a part of my life for over nine years, even before | started attending
what used to be JPDS. This is my JPDS kippah, made by Jews in Uganda, purchased here at

a JPDS pajama movie night when my sister was in second grade, and worn from preschool
through 7th grade. Even when we had to learn on Zoom, | would still wear it throughout

the entire day. When | was young, this kippah was much of what Judaism was to me. In my
eyes, wearing a kippah was what it looked like to be Jewish, and | was so proud to wear it
everywhere. As | started learning at JPDS, | learned that wearing a kippah was not the only
thing that makes someone a Jew, but that never took away from its meaning. Then, at the
end of 7th grade, as | finally retired my kippah, gray with age and stretched out to a size much
larger than it started, | would keep it in my room next to my bed as a small reminder to be
proud to be a Jew and a member of the warm Milton community that has been my home for
SO mMany years.
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