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Parashat Vayigash
December 19, 2015

Torah Reading: Bereshit (Genesis) 44:18-47:27

In this parasha, Yosef reveals his identity to his brothers, prompting the entire family
to move to Egypt, where Yosef reunites with his father, Yaakov.

Yaakov’s story comes full circle in chapter 46, verses 2-4. Five weeks ago, we read
about Yaakov starting out on the journey of his life. At that point, he has just left Beer
Sheva and has laid down to go to sleep. The text says (28: 12-15):
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12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top
of it reached to heaven; and behold the angels of God ascending and
descending on it. 13 And, behold, Hashem stood beside him, and said: 'l
am Hashem, the God of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac. The
land whereon you lie, to you will | give it, and to your seed. 14 And your
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. And in you and
in your seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold,
| am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back
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into this land; for | will not leave you, until | have done that which | have
spoken to you of.'

In our current story, Yaakov has just reached Beer Sheva. God appears to him again in
a dream:
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2 And God spoke to Yisrael in the visions of the night, and said: 'Yaakov,
Yaakov.' And he said: 'Here | am."' 3 And He said: 'l am God, the God of
your father; do not fear to go down into Egypt; for there | will make of
you a great nation. 4 | will go down with you into Egypt; and | will also
surely bring you up again; and Yosef shall put his hand upon your eyes.'

The parallels in the two excerpts are intriguing. Both involve dreams that Yaakov has
at night. Both occur in proximity to Beer Sheva. In both, we have images of going up
and coming down (the angels and God.) In both, God promises Yaakov that his
children will become a great nation and that Hashem will never abandon him.

In literary analysis of the Torah text, the phenomenon of parallel events occurring at
the beginning and end of a story is referred to as “bookending” or “bracketing.” It lets
us know that Yaakov’'s days as the main protagonist in our story are over.
Furthermore, Hashem remains steadfast the in the Divine promise of protecting
Yaakov. Yaakov’s life has been filled with many traumas, such as the loss of his son,
Yosef, the loss of his beloved wife, Rachel, the incident with Deena, the fight with the
angel in which he was injured, and more. The one stable factor in Yaakov’s life has
been God. God assured Yaakov at the beginning of his life odyssey, and here once
again assures him towards the end.

We, too, can go forward in life with the assurance that we will be accompanied by
God along the way, especially as we near the end of the particularly tumultuous year
of 2015 and prepare to enter a hopefully more peaceful year in 2016.

Shabbat Shalom.



For Discussion:

e Think back on all of the adventures that Yaakov had in his life. What are the
first three words that come to your mind to describe Yaakov’s life?

e Why did Hashem need to assure Yaakov at the beginning of his journey? Why
does Hashem need to reassure Yaakov again now?

e If you were Yaakov, about to be reunited with the beloved son that you

haven’t seen in 22 years, how would you feel? What is the first thing you
would say to that son?



