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Torah Reading: Devarim (Deuteronomy) 29:9-30:20 

 
In this parasha, Moshe describes the brit (Covenant) between Hashem and Bnei 
Yisrael, urging Bnei Yisrael to uphold the brit and honor the Torah so that they may 
be rewarded with life in the land of Israel. 
 
The text (30:2-6) makes clear that the relationship between Hashem and Bnei 
Yisrael is bi-directional, a concept both comforting and intimidating at this time of 
year when we focus on Teshuva (Repentance). 
 

ד ב בְתָּ עַׁ עְתָּ בְקֹלוֹ, כְכֹל אֲשֶ -ה' א  -וְשַׁ מַׁ יּוֹם:-רלֹהֶיךָ, וְשָּ וְךָ, הַׁ ה  אָנֹכִי מְצַׁ תָּ אַׁ
נֶיךָ, בְ  לובָּ ל-כָּ בְךָ ובְכָּ ב ה' א   ג נַׁפְשֶךָ.-לְבָּ שְבותְךָ, וְרִחֲמֶךָ; -לֹהֶיךָ אֶת-וְשָּ

ל ב, וְקִבֶצְךָ מִכָּ מִים, אֲשֶר ה  -וְשָּ עַׁ ה.-פִיצְךָ ה' א  הָּ מָּ יִהְיֶה -אִם ד לֹהֶיךָ, שָּ
יִם מָּ שָּ חֲךָ, בִקְצֵה הַׁ בֶצְךָ ה' א  --נִדַׁ ם, יְקַׁ חֶךָ.-מִשָּ ם, יִקָּ  ה לֹהֶיךָ, ומִשָּ

בִיאֲךָ ה' אָרֶץ אֲשֶר-לֹהֶיךָ, אֶל-א   וֶה  רְשו אֲבֹתֶיךָ-הָּ הּ; וְהֵיטִ --יָּ בְךָ וִירִשְתָּ
ל ה' א ו וְהִרְבְךָ, מֵאֲבֹתֶיךָ. בְךָ, וְאֶת-  לֹהֶיךָ אֶת-ומָּ רְעֶךָ:-לְבָּ ב זַׁ ה  לְבַׁ לְאַהֲבָּ

ל-אֶת ה' א   ל-לֹהֶיךָ, בְכָּ בְךָ ובְכָּ יֶּיךָ.--נַׁפְשְךָ-לְבָּ ן חַׁ עַׁ  לְמַׁ
 

2 You shall return to Hashem your God, and hearken to Hashem’s voice 
according to all that I command you this day, you and your children, 
with all your heart, and with all your soul; 3 that then Hashem your 
God will turn your captivity, and have compassion upon you, and will 
return and gather you from all the peoples, wherever Hashem your 
God has scattered you. 4 If any of you are dispersed in the uttermost 
parts of heaven, from there will Hashem your God gather you, and 



from there will Hashem fetch you. 5 And Hashem your God will bring 
you into the land which your ancestors possessed, and you shall 
possess it; and Hashem will do you good, and multiply you above your 
ancestors. 6 And Hashem your God will circumcise your heart, and the 
heart of your children, to love Hashem your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, that you may live. 
 

As the Jewish people return to God, God simultaneously returns to the Jewish 
people. The Talmud explains the verse “ ב ה' א   שְבותְךָ-לֹהֶיךָ אֶת-וְשָּ ” as “Hashem your 
God will return with your captivity.” When the Jewish people were exiled from the 
Land of Israel, Hashem, in the Divine Glory, went along and experienced exile with 
them. 
 
When we sin, we distance ourselves from Hashem. The rabbis point to three 
reasons for avoiding sin. The most basic reason is  ִשנֶ עוֹ ת הָּ אַרְ י  – yir’at ha’onesh, fear 
of retribution, the punishment associated with sin or the consequence resulting 
from it. This is a self-oriented reason, one which protects only the self. The second 
tier reason is  ִת ה'אַרְ י  – yir’at Hashem, the fear of alienating Hashem, such that God 
stops taking good care of us. This is somewhat less self-serving than the previous 
reason, but still less than fully a sign of a close relationship with God or the most 
commendable reason to avoid sin. The greatest reason not to sin is ַת ה'בַׁ הֲ א  – 
ahavat Hashem, the love of God. We should want to avoid sin out of love for 
Hashem and a concomitant aversion to disappointing God, which would create 
distance between ourselves and the Divine Presence. 
 
The paradigm of ahavat Hashem is the source for the mutual relationship between 
God and us outlined in the verses above. We Jews are not always good at reminding 
ourselves that God loves us, first, last, and always. God went into exile with us out 
of a sense of love and a desire not to be separated from us. 
 
The idea that Hashem wants to be close to us as we want to be close to God 
explains the verse from איכה – Aicha, Lamentations – that we read every time we 
put the Torah back in the ארון קודש – aron kodesh, the Ark: “ ה בָּ שונָּ וְ  יךָלֶ ה' אֵ  נויבֵ שִ הַׁ 

םדֶ קֶ כְ  ינומֵ ש יָּ דֵ חַׁ  ” – “Cause us to return to You, Hashem, and we will return, renew 
our days as of old.” 
 

Shabbat Shalom and an impending Shana Tova! 
 



 
For Discussion: 
 

 Name some ways in which Hashem shows Divine love for us. 

 Name some ways in which we can show Hashem our love. 

 Explain, in your own words, why yir’at ha’onesh is the lowest-level reason 
for avoiding sin, and why ahavat Hashem is the highest-level reason. 

 
 


