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Torah Reading: Bereshit [Genesis] 41:1-44:17
Maftir for Chanukah: Bemidbar (Numbers) 7:48-53

In this parasha, Yosef interprets Pharaoh's dreams and is appointed to implement
Egypt's anti-famine plan. This brings him into contact with his brothers again, as
they come to Egypt to buy food.

Yosef’s epithet is “HaTzaddik — the Righteous One.” This is an interesting
appellation for a person who lorded his dreams over his brothers, concealed from
his father the fact that he was alive for twenty two years, and did not reveal his
true identity to his brothers until he had sufficiently taunted them. Ah, but you say,
he resisted the charms of the wife of Potiphar. But is this one action enough to label
him “tzaddik?”

A careful look at the following section may reveal the reason for his name (41:15-
16; 25-32; 37-39):
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15 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: '| have dreamed a dream, and there is
none that can interpret it; and | have heard of you, that when you hear
a dream you can interpretit.' 16 And Yosef answered Pharaoh, saying:
'lIt is not in me; Hashem will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.'.... 25
And Yosef said to Pharaoh: 'The dream of Pharaoh is one; what
Hashem is about to do He has declared to Pharaoh. 26 The seven good
cows are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the
dream is one. 27 And the seven lean and bad cows that came up after
them are seven years, and also the seven empty ears blasted with the
east wind; they shall be seven years of famine. 28 That is the thing
which | said to Pharaoh: what Hashem is about to do He has shown to
Pharaoh. 29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty
throughout all the land of Egypt. 30 And there shall arise after them
seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land
of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; 31 and the plenty
shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine which follows;
for it shall be very harsh. 32 And as for the dream being sent to
Pharaoh twice, it is because the thing is established by Hashem, and
Hashem will shortly bring it to pass.... 37 And the thing was good in the
eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh
said to his servants: 'Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom
the spirit of Hashem is?' 39 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: ‘Seeing as how
Hashem has shown you all this, there is none so full of understanding
and wise as you.’

Right from the beginning of his dialogue with Pharaoh, Yosef attributes his skill to
Hashem. He alludes to the powers of Hashem five times during a short discussion
with Pharaoh, and makes clear that whatever interpretive spirit resides within him
comes from Hashem. We can see from the last two verses that Pharaoh is
convinced of Hashem’s powers. This is quite a feat for a man who himself was
regarded as a god, and whose culture revered many different deities.



Yosef temporarily turned around Egyptian culture to accept the Divinity of Hashem.
This is why the verse in Shemot 1:8 is necessary: “IYN ,DXI8N-2Y ,WIN-720 OPN

OV-NN,YT-ND — Now there arose a new king in Egypt who did not know Yosef.”
It explains how a Pharaoh could enslave the people of the God whom he had
already acknowledged as being powerful by implying that the new king knew
neither Yosef nor his God.

Yosef the Righteous One had created a Kiddush Hashem, a sanctification of God’s
name, by showing God’s power to the king of Egypt and very clearly attributing
events directly to that power. Perhaps the appellation “HaTzaddik — the Righteous
One” comes to tell us that nothing is more important than sanctifying God’s name
through our deeds and words.

Shabbat Shalom and Chag Urim Sameach — Happy Chanukah!

For Discussion:

e How can you create a Kiddush Hashem in your own life?

e The name for Hashem appears seven times in this section. Seven, according
to the mystics, denotes completion. What has been completed here?

e What do you think of the fact that after more than 10 years of living in
Egypt without a connection to the Israelites, God is still at the front of
Yosef’s mind? To what do you attribute this phenomenon?



