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Torah Reading: Bemidbar (Numbers) 19:1-22:1

In this parasha, Hashem instructs Moshe and Aaron regarding the parah adumah (red
heifer); Miriam dies; to bring forth water, Moshe hits a rock rather than speaking to it;
Aharon dies.

An odd verse appears in chapter 21, as the Torah is recounting the places that the Bnei
Yisrael encamped until they had water. Says verse 14: “ : ') NNHNYN ,7902 ,99IN? ,)9-OV
AN DDNMN-NN) N0 AM-NN — Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of
Hashem: Vahev in Suphah, and the valleys of Arnon...”

What is this “book of the wars of Hashem”? Have you ever come across or even heard of
such a book? The commentators struggle with this question, and one of the most cogent
explanations is given by Ibn Ezra [12t" Century Spain]:
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This was a self-standing book and in it were written the wars of God for those
who fear Hashem. It is possible that it dates back to the days of Avraham
because many books were lost and are no longer extant among us, books
such as the prophecies of Nathan and Iddo and the Chronicles of the Kings of
Yisrael and the songs and proverbs of King Shlomo.

Many literary works — both Jewish and secular — have been lost to the ages, but we rarely
think about this. Indeed, a part of lbn Ezra’s commentary has been lost: in his commentary
on Sefer Yeshayahu [the Book of Isaiah], lbn Ezra refers the reader to a particular
comment on Sefer Yechezkel [the Book of Ezekiel], but that comment cannot be found in
any current edition of the book. Ibn Ezra may have forgotten that he wrote it; or he may




have written the first comment with the intention of writing the second, but never did;
or, what is more likely, the second comment was somehow lost. We also know that many
of Rashi’s comments have disappeared, both on the TaNaKH [Torah, Prophets, and

Writings] and on the Talmud.

How did these works disappear? One likely reason is that all of these texts, both the
Biblical works and the commentaries, predate the invention of printing. The only way to
transmit these works was through hand-copied scrolls, which were expensive and hard to
come by. As a result, it must have been easy for such manuscripts to become accidentally

lost, forgotten, or damaged.

It is also possible that texts were
purposefully destroyed. We know
historically that Christian censors in
the 16™ century deleted anything
that they deemed as anti-Christian.
Take this example of a redacted
Shulchan Aruch [Code of Jewish
Law]:

There were also mass book burnings
of Jewish tomes at various times in
history, such as during the 13t
century in Paris and during the 16"
century in Rome.

In addition to these lost texts, there
are many, many other things that
we no longer have knowledge of,
only questions. For example, what
did the Levite singing sound like in
the Beit HaMikdash [Temple]? In
the ancient world, how did people
raise multi-ton stones to build
structures such as the pyramids and
the Beit HaMikdash?

In the information age, some people
suffer from the hubris that we have

alan)

I TS O SaK IS KE3 13 B ane ety
orre '.\W".:I DTI"I'l 'l;u"‘l BT m‘?“\.’\‘m"m A
3 oves (k@ ke S oes eertan ono rrsontn
o o T G T e ot Yarhon ey
rova oack ey mmmmssase 0ot 4 3o b
ST T A, VS TS TN 11 ﬁiﬂn“- n‘.m‘a
sheahae ek oo baeh bl ek o nenh
PN OTPY MoXTENED wenem vhy oy o e
oy’ proan-vkamm s O o joslilenen
o v o b e B

£ ApEN D T 85 W I ' et v i
Kpoos H oo sesrre re el o
ehh rowh prck dvens et e
b ok o OWeCTTE S
[+ oo s ‘I-'\.I“-\l WP AT ETIIT TS
rooNicxggh po -0 CRCRC TR ers sh L
TawnwncEn el oento ook o pokats
w0 Mmoo s o ighs (rrenEe
— b TN R TIE R st A
1 L.L. J

PR A, et i

[y |

TN T WY 00T W o ey oo Ty Yo R . et
DO RS T, U O Y 20 P e acena e R s - St T
10 D IR e Wty YT TSR o I I ot g A
VD T2 MO0 YT 1D AT Konoot il ot s o g . i
s R prmaTy o oeh Nt M CKIENEIE ey : oo ik
ap : amee mvera GerTiae wsmspazas ™ . e
sorothiEx omoes PEE MPTIED MEDITOES [N e e,
mapa by mapo T e
et s g semespabas TR e ops e
o HW ham o, [ Wt K T Cpas oo W
I 0 TRA pEn crR ot Mekeeks T bp oohmonbvest  roaasns enbpaoe pres
by prenpee {rcp Moo chyrToh R s . ' 70 Mo e ey et o

DT k0 Coy [TETD [ L
3 N 0 0o e — D T IR
oo th g guevpen e by eiman s e rarp
e whavrs P sty phoyp e hae
vt e wr o Khenboh gpncoh e
{’:u yagh reve b prosn) e prewhine: i ma
oy R mnwnmﬁmﬁnmwn‘rﬁ
o - AT BrEY GVT B9 A e
rorproen snox har  nonn e ES K i
D 1T K5 [TON W e matsh
v '3 e pams oy e oie K
0 i M CRED DTN oY e oK
e e it ea et TTTRE e
™ oRo S
Foa b ey ot e e e ot pran o
e s by ok o ke naaieaty
1oy weah e baw Seeer neapntn v ama poaan
e i o b pran K e sttt
ok ropa b e N1 D AIED N 0o m—
T e mw;mmnﬁmmﬁm
mowbor  mepnah e g AT e pARpOTRED
s e e’ ok TR 3 e
wp : 730 epo
. nepfpptroo moopore mamn o
PRk [T I ORI
roveth P T Py resw 1y o K
oI " b b [ e

¥

oo i £pon 17 3% R g ke 90
Jriom mEh o . e D [ 19T
v oshe o el g o wha o Kb e
e T N K003 3 M e en s
reere i roh mso0 penamaseh pas

-] '
;ﬁu[:i:wuﬁmmﬁlh pENTTE A M

& JewishEncyelopedia.com

[z:'ml"n-n-'m Moo K3 o ok sk oo Ty
ot v e e o' s nasw e b
ok P enete oh fan oo sre e
A KanEe e oreater oY nspe s ot

N TWE A o mnsheskchub oo

momes N oo PR AT 3000 13 CR
roatoh N ree S e o e wm rech
Tt ke maoh nox s aemach Toaw com e
porzia e ope S ane b33 e s o Tash
ke o bt maoh Yo v T oo e
KT 3% i 305 W K CER0 6 DTy e
o K vt [ O R e Mg e S R
B aphronpe Kt meh hank
Bz o ah o o b prwn am AT R
Tk naee e b oy e Sra e et
et b 1 v oy e e e e s e
Jawbenchit o vonoen o mas v
ook b st ool mere ke pres picet
oueho e by e Sy o e sk
o Sy mmie o b mesh oo Mo
reenh rens pi v by oo oemeee s phya
e wan by oo Yoo e oo et b ko
MK [EP[ BN KK oo weotk Ty B3 am 2
00 1T 30 B pannea Mesea e nepes ahn
e K Saev s mon o e mam
frvovetox Ya rrenore ek prom e e ok
[AMEMYErE NI WS T K
e vre o e whmvseh e o
w moeh ot wowhtay  ommnmosawa
ot oo e T oo et 1y ma vk
mton esen b khkvseh ety
Ao e ok e wem e b vow ek San
oK oTr Weaah e o mehgx v

o




the answers to essentially everything. It is a humbling experience to realize how much
information has been lost throughout history, sadly, most of it never to be reconstructed.

Shabbat Shalom.

For Discussion:

e What might you want to know if we had access to all of the knowledge
throughout the history of the world? Why did you choose that thing?

e Should communication, either verbal or written, ever be censored? Why or why
not?

e What do you think the “book of the wars of Hashem” mentioned in the verse
actually was? What do you think it talked about and listed?



