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Torah Reading: Bereshit (Genesis) 23:1-25:18 

 
In this parasha, following the death of Sarah, Avraham purchases a burial plot and 
sends his servant, Eliezer, to identify a wife for Yitzchak. Eliezer finds Rivka and 
brings her to Yitzchak to become his wife. 
 
The very end of the parasha recounts Avraham’s death, followed by a listing of the 
descendants of Yishmael and notice of Yishmael’s death. Chapter 25, verses 8-18 
says: 
 

ג   ח שָּ וַיִּ ן ו  קֵׂ ה, זָּ ה טוֹבָּ יבָּ שֵׂ ם ב  הָּ רָּ ת אַב  עַ; וַיֵׂאָסֶף, אֶלוַע וַיָּמָּ יו.-בֵׂ  ט עַמָּ
נָּ  אל, בָּ עֵׂ מָּ ש  יִּ ק ו  חָּ צ  רוּ אֹתוֹ יִּ ב  ק  לָּה:-יו, אֶלוַיִּ פֵׂ רַת, הַמַכ  עָּ רֹן -אֶל מ  ה עֶפ  דֵׂ ש 

תִּ -בֶן א.-י, אֲשֶר, עַלצֹחַר, הַחִּ רֵׂ נֵׂי מַמ  דֶה אֲשֶר י פ  ת -הַשָּ אֵׂ ם, מֵׂ הָּ רָּ נָּה אַב  קָּ
נֵׂי ת-ב  ה קֻבַר--חֵׂ מָּ תוֹ. שָּ ש  ה אִּ רָּ שָּ ם, ו  הָּ רָּ ם,  יא אַב  הָּ רָּ י מוֹת אַב  י, אַחֲרֵׂ הִּ וַי 

רֶךְ א   בָּ ים, אֶת-וַי  ם-לֹהִּ ק, עִּ חָּ צ  שֶב יִּ נוֹ; וַיֵׂ ק ב  חָּ צ  י.-יִּ ר לַחַי רֹאִּ אֵׂ    ב 

 
דֹ  יב לֶה תֹל  אֵׂ אל, בֶןו  עֵׂ מָּ ש  ם:-ת יִּ הָּ רָּ ית אַב  רִּ צ  ר הַמִּ גָּ ה הָּ דָּ ל  חַת אֲשֶר יָּ פ  , שִּ
רָּ  ם.--השָּ הָּ רָּ אַב  עֵׂ  יג ל  מָּ ש  י יִּ נֵׂ מוֹת ב  לֶה, ש  אֵׂ ם:ו  דֹתָּ תוֹל  ם, ל  מֹתָּ ש  כֹר  אל, בִּ ב 

יֹת, ו   בָּ אל נ  עֵׂ מָּ ש  ם.יִּ שָּ ב  ל וּמִּ אֵׂ ב  אַד  ר ו  דָּ מָּ  יד קֵׂ ש  א.וּמִּ ה, וּמַשָּ דוּמָּ חֲדַד  טו ע ו 
תֵׂ  ה.ו  מָּ ד  קֵׂ יש וָּ טוּר נָּפִּ א, י  ם,  טז ימָּ מֹתָּ לֶה ש  אֵׂ אל, ו  עֵׂ מָּ ש  נֵׂי יִּ ם ב  לֶה הֵׂ אֵׂ

ם ירֹתָּ טִּ יהֶם, וּב  רֵׂ חַצ  נֵׂי--ב  ם.-םש  אֻמֹתָּ ם, ל  יאִּ שִּ ר נ  שָּ י  יז עָּ י חַיֵׂ נֵׂ לֶה, ש  אֵׂ ו 
אל עֵׂ מָּ ש  י--יִּ לֹשִּ נָּה וּש  אַת שָּ וַע וַ מ  ג  ים; וַיִּ נִּ שֶבַע שָּ נָּה, ו  ת, וַיֵׂאָסֶף אֶלם שָּ -יָּמָּ

יו. ה עַד יח עַמָּ ילָּ חֲוִּ נוּ מֵׂ כ  ש  ה; -שוּר, אֲשֶר עַל-וַיִּ ה, אַשּׁוּרָּ ם, בֹאֲכָּ רַיִּ צ  נֵׂי מִּ פ 
ל-עַל נֵׂי כָּ ל.-פ  יו, נָּפָּ    אֶחָּ
 



8 “And Avraham expired, and died in a good old age, an old man, and 
full of years; and was gathered to his people. 9 And Yitzchak and 
Yishmael, his sons, buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of 
Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 10 the 
field which Abraham purchased from the children of Chet; there was 
Avraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 11 And it came to pass after the 
death of Avraham, that God blessed Yitzchak his son; and Yitzchak 
dwelt by Be’er-lachai-ro’i.  
 
12 “Now these are the generations of Yishmael, Avraham's son, whom 
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bore unto Avraham. 13 And 
these are the names of the sons of Yishmael, by their names, according 
to their generations: the first-born of Yishmael, Nevayot; and Kedar, 
and Adbe’el, and Mivsam, 14 and Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa; 15 
Chadad, and Tema, Yetur, Naphish, and Kedma; 16 these are the sons 
of Yishmael, and these are their names, by their villages, and by their 
encampments; twelve princes according to their nations. 17 And these 
are the years of the life of Yishmael, a hundred and thirty and seven 
years; and he expired and died; and was gathered to his people. 18 
They dwelt from Chavilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the 
direction of Assyria; he settled over against all his people.” 

 
If the Torah is a book for the Jewish people, why does it list Yishmael’s descendants 
and mention his death? 
 
Rashi (11th Century Franco-Germany) believes that as Yishmael aged, he atoned for 
his sin of laughing at and putting down Sarah at Yitzchak’s weaning party (chapter 
21). Rashi interprets this from the verse that reads, “Yitzchak and Yishmael, his 
sons, buried him in the cave of Machpelah…” Not only did the sons work together 
to bury their father, but Yitzchak’s name is mentioned first, indicating that Yishmael 
recognized Yitzchak as the true heir of Avraham. Since Yishmael was, by this point, 
considered righteous, he merited having his descendants enumerated in the Torah. 
 
Ramban (13th Century Spain/Palestine) agrees with Rashi about Yishmael’s 
atonement, and finds as further support the fact that Esav’s death is not 
mentioned, nor his life-span, in contrast to Yishmael’s.  
 



Radak (Rabbi David Kimchi; 13th Century Provence) says the following: “The 
generations of Yishmael are mentioned in order to honor Avraham since he was his 
first-born, and to tell you that there were twelve princes, as Hashem had said to 
Avraham [17:20]. Even though he was the ‘son of the maid,’ Avraham loved him 
since he was his first-born, and God blessed him (Yishmael) for his (Avraham’s) 
sake, and Hashem gave him success as it says, ‘And God was with the boy and he 
grew [21:20]’ and he gave birth to twelve princes.” 
 
In presenting the lineage of Yishmael, the Torah acknowledges the status of the 
Ishmaelites as direct descendants of Avraham. They are not disregarded, but given 
their due in the context of ancient history. The text also uses this section to 
establish boundaries, consistent with the theme in Bereshit of linking the land of 
Israel to one branch of Avraham’s descendants. The areas noted in the last verse 
are located in Central and Northern Arabia. Like the shepherds of Avraham and Lot 
who opted respectively to go left and right (chapter 13), Avraham’s two sons and 
their heirs, according to the Torah, chose different parts of the Levant in which to 
settle. Needless to say, this vision of harmonious coexistence has not always 
continued in the millennia since this statement, though we hope for its return even 
if we do not always agree on the particulars of how this should happen. 
 
Shabbat Shalom. 
 
 
For Discussion: 

 How far back can you name your ancestors on each side of your family? 

 At certain points in Jewish history, families kept what were called Sifrei 
Yuchsin (Books of Heritage). These were kept for generations with all of the 
ancestors and descendants listed in chronological order. Why do you think 
the Jews had these? 

 The descendants of Yitzchak and the descendants of Yishmael all originate 
from the same ancestor, Avraham. How should this affect how Jews and 
Ishmaelites treat each other? 

 


