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Torah Reading: Shemot (Exodus) 13:17-17:16

After the Bnei Yisrael cross the Reed Sea in safety while Paro’s army drowns, they
sing praises to Hashem; in response to their complaints about a lack of food and
water, Hashem gives them manna; they are then attacked by Amalek.

The TaNaKH (Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim—Bible, Prophets, Writings) contains ten
songs. When we look at each song, without even reading the words, we can know
whether it presents positive or negative content and themes. Positive songs, such
as the Song of the Sea in today’s parasha, are written with the words a certain
shape, referred to as 127 >2) Dy NN NN *2) DY MY — levayna ahl gabbay ari’ach
v’ari’ach ahl gabbay levayna — a full brick sitting on a half-brick and a half-brick
sitting on a full brick. On the next page is written the structure of the “Song of the
Sea,” found in every kosher Sefer Torah (Torah Scroll):
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Such a structure is solid; it is the way houses are built for maximum solidity and

stability.

Conversely, songs with negative themes, such as the song in Parashat Ha’azinu are
written in the shape of m>NX 23 Sy NN MY 23 Dy MY — levayna ahl gabbay
levayna v’ariach ahl gabbay ar’iach — a full brick on a full brick and a half-brick on
a half-brick. Here is the text of the first part of the song in Ha’azinu as it appears in

a kosher Torah scroll:
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Imagine building such a structure with Legos: it would be easy to knock down, and
the chinks in the wall would let in wind and other sorts of unwelcome intrusions.

Every song in the TaNaKH reflects one of these two structures. When you see an
interwoven structure, you know that the theme is positive. When you see a broken,
straight structure, you know that the content is negative. The message of these
structures is that Hashem wants the themes of the positive songs to endure, but
the themes of the negative songs to fall away and be forgotten.

This is but one of many ways not based on language that the Torah transmits
messages to us, along with the meanings of the words themselves.

Shabbat Shalom.

For Discussion:

e Look at haftarah for this week (Shoftim —Judges 4:4-5:31). Is this a positive
song or a negative one?

e What is the theme of the Song of the Sea? What is the theme of the Song of
Devorah, the haftarah for this week?

e How are the two songs the same? How are they different?



