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Torah Reading: Devarim (Deuteronomy) 31:1-30 

In this parasha, Moshe concludes his speech to Bnei Yisrael, blesses Yehoshua, and 
instructs the community to gather every seven years to read publicly from the 
Torah; Hashem predicts the eventual straying of Bnei Yisrael. 

If I had to give a title to this Torah Talk, I would call it, “It’s All About Our Children.” 

The text gives the reason for the once-in-seven-years gathering for the reading of 
the Torah. The text says (verses 12 and 13): 

שְעָרֶיךָ-הַקְהֵל אֶת יב ים וְהַטַף, וְגֵרְךָ, אֲשֶר בִׁ ים וְהַנָשִׁ לְמַעַן --הָעָם, הָאֲנָשִׁ
לְמְדוּ שְמְעוּ וּלְמַעַן יִׁ בְרֵי -לכָ -ה' אֱלֹקיכֶם, וְשָמְרוּ לַעֲשׂוֹת, אֶת-, וְיָרְאוּ אֶתיִׁ דִׁ

ֹּאת. ֹּא יג הַתּוֹרָה הַז שְמְעוּ וְלָמְדוּ-וּבְנֵיהֶם אֲשֶר ל רְאָה, אֶת--יָדְעוּ, יִׁ ה' -לְיִׁ
ים עַל-כָל אֱלֹקיכֶם: ים, אֲשֶר אַתֶּם חַיִׁ ים -הַיָמִׁ הָאֲדָמָה, אֲשֶר אַתֶּם עֹּבְרִׁ

שְתָּהּ.-אֶת  הַיַרְדֵן שָמָה, לְרִׁ

12 Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones, 
and the stranger that is within your gates, that they may hear, and that 
they may learn, and fear Hashem your God, and observe to do all the 
words of this law; 13 and that their children, who have not known, will 
hear and learn to fear Hashem your God, as long as you live in the land 
where you will go over the Jordan to possess it.' 

The text makes clear that the only hope for the continuity of the Jewish people is 
the education of our children. I know that I am preaching to the choir, but it is good 
to remind ourselves now and then that nothing is more important than our 
children’s Jewish education, as indicated in the verse above. Unfortunately, the 
statistics in the last Pew Report show that only 15% of Jewish children in the United 



States receive any kind of Jewish education, either day school or supplemental 
school. Thank God we are part of a growing school where each year, more children 
have the opportunity to become educated Jews. This year, almost 400 children are 
receiving a superior Jewish education at MILTON, and with God’s help, this number 
will continue to increase as we open our eighth grade next year and expand all of 
the grade levels. 

On behalf of everyone at the Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School of the Nation’s 
Capital, we wish you a year filled with blessings. May 5779 bring you and yours 
health, happiness, fulfillment, and peace. 

Shabbat Shalom and Shana Tova! 

 

For Discussion: 

 Look at the text of the Shma (Devarim [Deuteronomy] 6:4-9). There also, the 
text tells us to educate our children. What is the difference between these 
two sections? How do they reinforce each other? 

 Why is it important for children to be educated Jewishly? 

 

 

 


