Torah Talk - NN MININND

MILTON
I l I GOTTESMAN
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL

The Parasha Post of Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School of the Nation’s Capital

Parashot Matot-Masei 1yon-nivn NIYIS
July 14, 2018 n"ywn ax nhana a

Torah Reading: Bemidbar (Numbers) 30:2-36:13

In Parashat Matot, Moshe describes the laws of oaths; the Bnei Yisrael battle the
Midianites; and the tribes of Reuven and Gad request to dwell outside of the Land of
Israel. In Parashat Masei, the final parasha of the book of Bemidbar (Numbers), the Bnei
Yisrael stand on the banks of the Jordan River, ready to enter into the Promised Land.
First, the path of their journey is reviewed and then the laws pertaining to the division of
the Land are given. The boundaries of the Land of Yisrael are described and instructions
are given to establish cities for the Levi’im (Levites) as well as Arei Miklat (Cities of Refuge).
The book concludes with an affirmation of the claim on land of the daughters of
Tzelophchad.

Let’s take a closer look at the episode of Reuven and Gad’s request to live outside of the
borders of the Land (chapter 32), paying particular attention to a specific word that
appears multiple times in this passage:
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5 And they said: 'If we have found favor in your
sight, let this land be given to your servants for a
possession; do not bring us over the Yarden [Jordan
River].'

6 And Moshe said to the children of Gad and to the
children of Reuven: 'Shall your kin go to war, and
shall you sit here?

7 And why will you turn away the heart of Bnei
Yisrael from going over into the land which Hashem
has given them?...

16 And they came near to him, and said: 'We will
build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for
our little ones;

17 but we ourselves will be ready armed to go
before Bnei Yisrael, until we have brought them to
their place; and our little ones shall dwell in the
fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the
land.

18 We will not return to our houses, until Bnei
Yisrael have inherited every person his inheritance.

19 For we will not inherit with them on the other
side of the Yarden, and forward, because our
inheritance is fallen to us on this side of the Yarden
eastward.'

20 And Moses said to them: 'If you will do this
thing: if you will arm yourselves to go before
Hashem to the war,

21 and every armed man of you will pass over the
Yarden before Hashem, until He has driven out His
enemies from before Him,

22 and the land be subdued before Hashem, and
you return afterward; then you shall be clear before
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Hashem, and before Yisrael, and this land shall be
to you for a possession before Hashem.

23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned
against Hashem; and know your sin which will find
you.

24 Build your cities for your little ones, and folds for
your sheep; and do that which has proceeded out
of your mouth.'

25 And the children of Gad and the children of
Reuven spoke to Moshe, saying: 'Your servants will
do as my lord commands.

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilad;

27 but your servants will pass over, every man that
is armed for war, before Hashem to battle, as my
lord says.'...

29 And Moshe said to them: 'If the children of Gad
and the children of Reuven will pass with you over
the Yarden, every man that is armed to battle,
before Hashem, and the land shall be subdued
before you, then you shall give them the land of
Gilad for a possession;

30 but if they will not pass over with you armed,
they shall have possessions among you in the land
of Cana’an.'

31 And the children of Gad and the children of
Reuven answered, saying: 'As Hashem has said to
your servants, so will we do.

32 We will pass over armed before Hashem into the
land of Cana’an, and the possession of our
inheritance shall remain with us beyond the
Yarden.'



The word “Yarden” appears six times in this episode. It is a milah manchah, a guide word,
clueing us in on one possible message in this section of the text. The people of Gad and
Reuven are making it quite clear to Moshe that they have no interest in crossing the
Jordan River and entering the Land.

Now place yourself in Moshe’s shoes. More than anything else in his life, he wants to
enter the Land of Israel, and has been told by God that he will never be allowed to do so,
shattering his dream of 40 years. Then, here come these people cavalierly asserting that
they could not care less about the land — in order to have room for their cattle on the east
side of the river, no less! How must have Moshe felt when faced with this attitude? His
greatest wish was being minimized by two of the twelve tribes of Yisrael.

Despite what might have elicited despair from Moshe, he once again behaves like a
leader, finding a way to satisfy their request while assuring that the rest of the nation
would remain safe while conquering the Land.

We learn what a stellar leader Moshe was, conquering his personal feelings for the sake
of the nation. However, a more important lesson to take away from this section is that
even when we want to question or reject the status quo, even when we want to cause
positive disruption, we need to take a moment to put ourselves in the shoes of others
whom this request or disruption might affect. This is often a tall order and yet, it is an act
that this section seems to indicate is expected of us as we develop into empathetic and
compassionate people.

Shabbat Shalom.

For Discussion:

e How might you have felt in this situation if you were Moshe?

e What could the tribes of Gad and Reuven have done or said to mitigate any hurt
that Moshe might feel in response to their request? Why do you think they did
not do or say anything along those lines?

e Count the number of times that the word “cattle” and related words appear in
this section. Do you think that “cattle” is also a guide word? If so, what is it trying
to tell us about the one of the themes of this section of text?



