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Torah Reading: Bemidbar (Numbers) 30:2-36:13 

In Parashat Matot, Moshe describes the laws of oaths; the Bnei Yisrael battle the 
Midianites; and the tribes of Reuven and Gad request to dwell outside of the Land of 
Israel. In Parashat Masei, the final parasha of the book of Bemidbar (Numbers), the Bnei 
Yisrael stand on the banks of the Jordan River, ready to enter into the Promised Land. 
First, the path of their journey is reviewed and then the laws pertaining to the division of 
the Land are given. The boundaries of the Land of Yisrael are described and instructions 
are given to establish cities for the Levi’im (Levites) as well as Arei Miklat (Cities of Refuge). 
The book concludes with an affirmation of the claim on land of the daughters of 
Tzelophchad. 

Let’s take a closer look at the episode of Reuven and Gad’s request to live outside of the 
borders of the Land (chapter 32), paying particular attention to a specific word that 
appears multiple times in this passage: 
 

וּמִקְנֶה רַב, הָיָה לִבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן  א
-עָצוּם מְאֹד; וַיִרְאוּ אֶת--גָד-וְלִבְנֵי

אֶרֶץ גִלְעָד, וְהִנֵה -אֶרֶץ יַעְזֵר, וְאֶת
 הַמָקוֹם, מְקוֹם מִקְנֶה.

1 Now the children of Reuven and the children of 
Gad had a very great multitude of cattle; and when 
they saw the land of Yazer, and the land of Gilad, 
that, behold, the place was a place for cattle, 

גָד, וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן; -וַיָבֹאוּ בְנֵי ב
אֶלְעָזָר -מֹשֶה וְאֶל-וַיאֹמְרוּ אֶל

 נְשִיאֵי הָעֵדָה לֵאמֹר.-הֵן, וְאֶלהַכֹ 

2 the children of Gad and the children of Reuven 
came and spoke to Moshe, and to Elazar the priest, 
and to the princes of the congregation, saying: 

לִפְנֵי  ’ההָאָרֶץ, אֲשֶר הִכָה … ד
, הִוא; אֶרֶץ מִקְנֶה--עֲדַת יִשְרָאֵל

   וְלַעֲבָדֶיךָ, מִקְנֶה.

4 …the land which Hashem smote before the 
congregation of Yisrael, is a land for cattle, and your 
servants have cattle.'  



מָצָאנוּ חֵן -וַיאֹמְרוּ, אִם  ה
הָאָרֶץ הַזאֹת -יתַֻן אֶת--בְעֵינֶיךָ

תַעֲבִרֵנוּ, -אַל  לַעֲבָדֶיךָ, לַאֲחֻזָה:
ן-אֶת  .הַיַרְדֵּ

5 And they said: 'If we have found favor in your 
sight, let this land be given to your servants for a 
possession; do not bring us over the Yarden [Jordan 
River].' 

גָד וְלִבְנֵי -וַיאֹמֶר מֹשֶה, לִבְנֵי  ו
חֵיכֶם, יָבֹאוּ הַאַ   רְאוּבֵן:

 לַמִלְחָמָה, וְאַתֶם, תֵשְבוּ פֹה.

6 And Moshe said to the children of Gad and to the 
children of Reuven: 'Shall your kin go to war, and 
shall you sit here? 

לֵב -וְלָמָה תנואון )תְנִיאוּן(, אֶת  ז
הָאָרֶץ, -מֵעֲבֹר, אֶל--בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל

 .…’הנָתַן לָהֶם, -אֲשֶר

7 And why will you turn away the heart of Bnei 
Yisrael from going over into the land which Hashem 
has given them?... 

גִדְרֹת וַיִגְשוּ אֵלָיו וַיאֹמְרוּ,   זט
צאֹן נִבְנֶה לְמִקְנֵנוּ פֹה, וְעָרִים, 

 לְטַפֵנוּ.

16 And they came near to him, and said: 'We will 
build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for 
our little ones; 

וַאֲנַחְנוּ נֵחָלֵץ חֻשִים, לִפְנֵי בְנֵי  זי
הֲבִיאֹנםֻ, -אִםיִשְרָאֵל, עַד אֲשֶר 

מְקוֹמָם; וְיָשַב טַפֵנוּ בְעָרֵי -אֶל
 הַמִבְצָר, מִפְנֵי יֹשְבֵי הָאָרֶץ.

17 but we ourselves will be ready armed to go 
before Bnei Yisrael, until we have brought them to 
their place; and our little ones shall dwell in the 
fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the 
land. 

עַד, --בָתֵינוּ-לאֹ נָשוּב, אֶל חי
 הִתְנַחֵל בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, אִיש, נַחֲלָתוֹ.

18 We will not return to our houses, until Bnei 
Yisrael have inherited every person his inheritance. 

תָם, מֵעֵבֶר כִי לאֹ נִנְחַל אִ  יט
ן כִי בָאָה נַחֲלָתֵנוּ  וָהָלְאָה: לַיַרְדֵּ

ןאֵלֵינוּ, מֵעֵבֶר     מִזְרָחָה. הַיַרְדֵּ

19 For we will not inherit with them on the other 
side of the Yarden, and forward, because our 
inheritance is fallen to us on this side of the Yarden 
eastward.'  

-וַיאֹמֶר אֲלֵיהֶם מֹשֶה, אִם  כ
-אִם  הַדָבָר הַזֶה:-תַעֲשוּן אֶת

 , לַמִלְחָמָה.’התֵחָלְצוּ לִפְנֵי 

20 And Moses said to them: 'If you will do this 
thing: if you will arm yourselves to go before 
Hashem to the war, 

-חָלוּץ אֶת-כָלוְעָבַר לָכֶם   אכ
ן -, עַד הוֹרִישוֹ אֶת’הלִפְנֵי  ,הַיַרְדֵּ

 אֹיְבָיו, מִפָנָיו.

21 and every armed man of you will pass over the 
Yarden before Hashem, until He has driven out His 
enemies from before Him, 

, וְאַחַר ’הוְנִכְבְשָה הָאָרֶץ לִפְנֵי   בכ
, ’הוִהְיִיתֶם נְקִיִם מֵ --בוּתָשֻ 

22 and the land be subdued before Hashem, and 
you return afterward; then you shall be clear before 



וּמִיִשְרָאֵל; וְהָיְתָה הָאָרֶץ הַזאֹת 
 .’הלִפְנֵי --לָכֶם, לַאֲחֻזָה

Hashem, and before Yisrael, and this land shall be 
to you for a possession before Hashem. 

לאֹ תַעֲשוּן כֵן, הִנֵה -וְאִם  גכ
; וּדְעוּ, חַטַאתְכֶם, ’החֲטָאתֶם לַ 

 אֲשֶר תִמְצָא, אֶתְכֶם.

23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned 
against Hashem; and know your sin which will find 
you. 

לָכֶם עָרִים לְטַפְכֶם, -בְנוּ  דכ
וּגְדֵרֹת לְצֹנַאֲכֶם; וְהַיֹצֵא מִפִיכֶם, 

 תַעֲשוּ.

24 Build your cities for your little ones, and folds for 
your sheep; and do that which has proceeded out 
of your mouth.' 

גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן, -בְנֵיוַיאֹמֶר   הכ
עֲבָדֶיךָ יַעֲשוּ,   מֹשֶה לֵאמֹר:-אֶל

 כַאֲשֶר אֲדֹנִי מְצַוֶּה.

25 And the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuven spoke to Moshe, saying: 'Your servants will 
do as my lord commands. 

-וְכָלטַפֵנוּ נָשֵינוּ, מִקְנֵנוּ   וכ
 שָם, בְעָרֵי הַגִלְעָד.-יִהְיוּ--בְהֶמְתֵנוּ

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our 
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilad; 

חֲלוּץ צָבָא, -וַעֲבָדֶיךָ יַעַבְרוּ כָל  זכ
כַאֲשֶר אֲדֹנִי,   לַמִלְחָמָה:--’הלִפְנֵי 
 .…דֹבֵר

27 but your servants will pass over, every man that 
is armed for war, before Hashem to battle, as my 
lord says.'… 

-וַיאֹמֶר מֹשֶה אֲלֵהֶם, אִם  טכ
רְאוּבֵן אִתְכֶם -גָד וּבְנֵי-יַעַבְרוּ בְנֵי

ן-אֶת חָלוּץ לַמִלְחָמָה -כָל הַיַרְדֵּ
-נִכְבְשָה הָאָרֶץ, לִפְנֵיכֶם, וְ 'לִפְנֵי ה

אֶרֶץ הַגִלְעָד, -וּנְתַתֶם לָהֶם אֶת-
 לַאֲחֻזָה.

29 And Moshe said to them: 'If the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuven will pass with you over 
the Yarden, every man that is armed to battle, 
before Hashem, and the land shall be subdued 
before you, then you shall give them the land of 
Gilad for a possession; 

לאֹ יַעַבְרוּ חֲלוּצִים, -וְאִם  ל
וְנאֹחֲזוּ בְתֹכְכֶם, בְאֶרֶץ --אִתְכֶם

 כְנָעַן.

30 but if they will not pass over with you armed, 
they shall have possessions among you in the land 
of Cana’an.' 

גָד וּבְנֵי רְאוּבֵן, -וַיַעֲנוּ בְנֵי  לא
-אֶל hאֵת אֲשֶר דִבֶר ה  לֵאמֹר:

 עֲבָדֶיךָ, כֵן נַעֲשֶה.

31 And the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuven answered, saying: 'As Hashem has said to 
your servants, so will we do. 

, 'נַחְנוּ נַעֲבֹר חֲלוּצִים לִפְנֵי ה  לב
אֶרֶץ כְנָעַן; וְאִתָנוּ אֲחֻזַת נַחֲלָתֵנוּ, 

ןמֵעֵבֶר   .לַיַרְדֵּ

32 We will pass over armed before Hashem into the 
land of Cana’an, and the possession of our 
inheritance shall remain with us beyond the 
Yarden.' 



The word “Yarden” appears six times in this episode. It is a milah manchah, a guide word, 
clueing us in on one possible message in this section of the text. The people of Gad and 
Reuven are making it quite clear to Moshe that they have no interest in crossing the 
Jordan River and entering the Land. 

Now place yourself in Moshe’s shoes. More than anything else in his life, he wants to 
enter the Land of Israel, and has been told by God that he will never be allowed to do so, 
shattering his dream of 40 years. Then, here come these people cavalierly asserting that 
they could not care less about the land – in order to have room for their cattle on the east 
side of the river, no less! How must have Moshe felt when faced with this attitude? His 
greatest wish was being minimized by two of the twelve tribes of Yisrael. 

Despite what might have elicited despair from Moshe, he once again behaves like a 
leader, finding a way to satisfy their request while assuring that the rest of the nation 
would remain safe while conquering the Land. 

We learn what a stellar leader Moshe was, conquering his personal feelings for the sake 
of the nation. However, a more important lesson to take away from this section is that 
even when we want to question or reject the status quo, even when we want to cause 
positive disruption, we need to take a moment to put ourselves in the shoes of others 
whom this request or disruption might affect. This is often a tall order and yet, it is an act 
that this section seems to indicate is expected of us as we develop into empathetic and 
compassionate people. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 

For Discussion: 

 How might you have felt in this situation if you were Moshe? 

 What could the tribes of Gad and Reuven have done or said to mitigate any hurt 
that Moshe might feel in response to their request? Why do you think they did 
not do or say anything along those lines? 

 Count the number of times that the word “cattle” and related words appear in 
this section. Do you think that “cattle” is also a guide word? If so, what is it trying 
to tell us about the one of the themes of this section of text? 


