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Torah Reading: Bemidbar (Numbers) 30:2-36:13 

In Parashat Matot, Moshe describes the laws of oaths; the Bnei Yisrael battle the 
Midianites; and the tribes of Reuven and Gad request to dwell outside of the Land of 
Israel. In Parashat Masei, the final parasha of the book of Bemidbar (Numbers), the Bnei 
Yisrael stand on the banks of the Jordan River, ready to enter into the Promised Land. 
First, the path of their journey is reviewed and then the laws pertaining to the division of 
the Land are given. The boundaries of the Land of Yisrael are described and instructions 
are given to establish cities for the Levi’im (Levites) as well as Arei Miklat (Cities of Refuge). 
The book concludes with an affirmation of the claim on land of the daughters of 
Tzelophchad. 

Let’s take a closer look at the episode of Reuven and Gad’s request to live outside of the 
borders of the Land (chapter 32), paying particular attention to a specific word that 
appears multiple times in this passage: 
 

ּוִמְקֶנה ַרב, ָהָיה ִלְבֵני ְראּוֵבן  א
-ָעצּום ְמֹאד; ַוִיְראּו ֶאת--ָגד-ְוִלְבֵני

ֶאֶרץ ִגְלָעד, ְוִהֵנה -ֶאֶרץ ַיְעֵזר, ְוֶאת
 ַהָמקֹום, ְמקֹום ִמְקֶנה.

1 Now the children of Reuven and the children of 
Gad had a very great multitude of cattle; and when 
they saw the land of Yazer, and the land of Gilad, 
that, behold, the place was a place for cattle, 

ָגד, ּוְבֵני ְראּוֵבן; -ַוָיֹבאּו ְבֵני ב
ֶאְלָעָזר -ֹמֶשה ְוֶאל-ַויֹאְמרּו ֶאל

 ְנִשיֵאי ָהֵעָדה ֵלאֹמר.-ֵהן, ְוֶאלַהכֹ 

2 the children of Gad and the children of Reuven 
came and spoke to Moshe, and to Elazar the priest, 
and to the princes of the congregation, saying: 

ִלְפֵני  ’הָהָאֶרץ, ֲאֶשר ִהָכה … ד
, ִהוא; ֶאֶרץ ִמְקֶנה--ֲעַדת ִיְשָרֵאל

   ְוַלֲעָבֶדיָך, ִמְקֶנה.

4 …the land which Hashem smote before the 
congregation of Yisrael, is a land for cattle, and your 
servants have cattle.'  



ָמָצאנּו ֵחן -ַויֹאְמרּו, ִאם  ה
ָהָאֶרץ ַהזֹאת -יַֻתן ֶאת--ְבֵעיֶניָך

ַתֲעִבֵרנּו, -ַאל  ַלֲעָבֶדיָך, ַלֲאֻחָזה:
ן-ֶאת  .ַהַיְרדֵּ

5 And they said: 'If we have found favor in your 
sight, let this land be given to your servants for a 
possession; do not bring us over the Yarden [Jordan 
River].' 

ָגד ְוִלְבֵני -ַויֹאֶמר ֹמֶשה, ִלְבֵני  ו
ֵחיֶכם, ָיֹבאּו ַהַא   ְראּוֵבן:

 ַלִמְלָחָמה, ְוַאֶתם, ֵתְשבּו ֹפה.

6 And Moshe said to the children of Gad and to the 
children of Reuven: 'Shall your kin go to war, and 
shall you sit here? 

ֵלב -ְוָלָמה תנואון )ְתִניאּון(, ֶאת  ז
ָהָאֶרץ, -ֵמֲעֹבר, ֶאל--ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל

 .…’הָנַתן ָלֶהם, -ֲאֶשר

7 And why will you turn away the heart of Bnei 
Yisrael from going over into the land which Hashem 
has given them?... 

ִגְדֹרת ַוִיְגשּו ֵאָליו ַויֹאְמרּו,   זט
צֹאן ִנְבֶנה ְלִמְקֵננּו ֹפה, ְוָעִרים, 

 ְלַטֵפנּו.

16 And they came near to him, and said: 'We will 
build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for 
our little ones; 

ַוֲאַנְחנּו ֵנָחֵלץ ֻחִשים, ִלְפֵני ְבֵני  זי
ֲהִביֹאנֻם, -ִאםִיְשָרֵאל, ַעד ֲאֶשר 

ְמקֹוָמם; ְוָיַשב ַטֵפנּו ְבָעֵרי -ֶאל
 ַהִמְבָצר, ִמְפֵני ֹיְשֵבי ָהָאֶרץ.

17 but we ourselves will be ready armed to go 
before Bnei Yisrael, until we have brought them to 
their place; and our little ones shall dwell in the 
fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the 
land. 

ַעד, --ָבֵתינּו-לֹא ָנשּוב, ֶאל חי
 ִהְתַנֵחל ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל, ִאיש, ַנֲחָלתֹו.

18 We will not return to our houses, until Bnei 
Yisrael have inherited every person his inheritance. 

ָתם, ֵמֵעֶבר ִכי לֹא ִנְנַחל ִא  יט
ן ִכי ָבָאה ַנֲחָלֵתנּו  ָוָהְלָאה: ַלַיְרדֵּ

ןֵאֵלינּו, ֵמֵעֶבר     ִמְזָרָחה. ַהַיְרדֵּ

19 For we will not inherit with them on the other 
side of the Yarden, and forward, because our 
inheritance is fallen to us on this side of the Yarden 
eastward.'  

-ַויֹאֶמר ֲאֵליֶהם ֹמֶשה, ִאם  כ
-ִאם  ַהָדָבר ַהֶזה:-ַתֲעשּון ֶאת

 , ַלִמְלָחָמה.’הֵתָחְלצּו ִלְפֵני 

20 And Moses said to them: 'If you will do this 
thing: if you will arm yourselves to go before 
Hashem to the war, 

-ָחלּוץ ֶאת-ָכלְוָעַבר ָלֶכם   אכ
ן -, ַעד הֹוִרישֹו ֶאת’הִלְפֵני  ,ַהַיְרדֵּ

 ֹאְיָביו, ִמָפָניו.

21 and every armed man of you will pass over the 
Yarden before Hashem, until He has driven out His 
enemies from before Him, 

, ְוַאַחר ’הְוִנְכְבָשה ָהָאֶרץ ִלְפֵני   בכ
, ’הִוְהִייֶתם ְנִקִים מֵ --בּוָתשֻ 

22 and the land be subdued before Hashem, and 
you return afterward; then you shall be clear before 



ּוִמִיְשָרֵאל; ְוָהְיָתה ָהָאֶרץ ַהזֹאת 
 .’הִלְפֵני --ָלֶכם, ַלֲאֻחָזה

Hashem, and before Yisrael, and this land shall be 
to you for a possession before Hashem. 

לֹא ַתֲעשּון ֵכן, ִהֵנה -ְוִאם  גכ
; ּוְדעּו, ַחַטאְתֶכם, ’הֲחָטאֶתם לַ 

 ֲאֶשר ִתְמָצא, ֶאְתֶכם.

23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned 
against Hashem; and know your sin which will find 
you. 

ָלֶכם ָעִרים ְלַטְפֶכם, -ְבנּו  דכ
ּוְגֵדֹרת ְלֹצַנֲאֶכם; ְוַהֹיֵצא ִמִפיֶכם, 

 ַתֲעשּו.

24 Build your cities for your little ones, and folds for 
your sheep; and do that which has proceeded out 
of your mouth.' 

ָגד ּוְבֵני ְראּוֵבן, -ְבֵניַויֹאֶמר   הכ
ֲעָבֶדיָך ַיֲעשּו,   ֹמֶשה ֵלאֹמר:-ֶאל

 ַכֲאֶשר ֲאֹדִני ְמַצֶּוה.

25 And the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuven spoke to Moshe, saying: 'Your servants will 
do as my lord commands. 

-ְוָכלַטֵפנּו ָנֵשינּו, ִמְקֵננּו   וכ
 ָשם, ְבָעֵרי ַהִגְלָעד.-ִיְהיּו--ְבֶהְמֵתנּו

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our 
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilad; 

ֲחלּוץ ָצָבא, -ַוֲעָבֶדיָך ַיַעְברּו ָכל  זכ
ַכֲאֶשר ֲאֹדִני,   ַלִמְלָחָמה:--’הִלְפֵני 
 .…ֹדֵבר

27 but your servants will pass over, every man that 
is armed for war, before Hashem to battle, as my 
lord says.'… 

-ַויֹאֶמר ֹמֶשה ֲאֵלֶהם, ִאם  טכ
ְראּוֵבן ִאְתֶכם -ָגד ּוְבֵני-ַיַעְברּו ְבֵני

ן-ֶאת ָחלּוץ ַלִמְלָחָמה -ָכל ַהַיְרדֵּ
-ִנְכְבָשה ָהָאֶרץ, ִלְפֵניֶכם, וְ 'ִלְפֵני ה

ֶאֶרץ ַהִגְלָעד, -ּוְנַתֶתם ָלֶהם ֶאת-
 ַלֲאֻחָזה.

29 And Moshe said to them: 'If the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuven will pass with you over 
the Yarden, every man that is armed to battle, 
before Hashem, and the land shall be subdued 
before you, then you shall give them the land of 
Gilad for a possession; 

לֹא ַיַעְברּו ֲחלּוִצים, -ְוִאם  ל
ְונֹאֲחזּו ְבֹתְכֶכם, ְבֶאֶרץ --ִאְתֶכם

 ְכָנַען.

30 but if they will not pass over with you armed, 
they shall have possessions among you in the land 
of Cana’an.' 

ָגד ּוְבֵני ְראּוֵבן, -ַוַיֲענּו ְבֵני  לא
-ֶאל hֵאת ֲאֶשר ִדֶבר ה  ֵלאֹמר:

 ֲעָבֶדיָך, ֵכן ַנֲעֶשה.

31 And the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuven answered, saying: 'As Hashem has said to 
your servants, so will we do. 

, 'ַנְחנּו ַנֲעֹבר ֲחלּוִצים ִלְפֵני ה  לב
ֶאֶרץ ְכָנַען; ְוִאָתנּו ֲאֻחַזת ַנֲחָלֵתנּו, 

ןֵמֵעֶבר   .ַלַיְרדֵּ

32 We will pass over armed before Hashem into the 
land of Cana’an, and the possession of our 
inheritance shall remain with us beyond the 
Yarden.' 



The word “Yarden” appears six times in this episode. It is a milah manchah, a guide word, 
clueing us in on one possible message in this section of the text. The people of Gad and 
Reuven are making it quite clear to Moshe that they have no interest in crossing the 
Jordan River and entering the Land. 

Now place yourself in Moshe’s shoes. More than anything else in his life, he wants to 
enter the Land of Israel, and has been told by God that he will never be allowed to do so, 
shattering his dream of 40 years. Then, here come these people cavalierly asserting that 
they could not care less about the land – in order to have room for their cattle on the east 
side of the river, no less! How must have Moshe felt when faced with this attitude? His 
greatest wish was being minimized by two of the twelve tribes of Yisrael. 

Despite what might have elicited despair from Moshe, he once again behaves like a 
leader, finding a way to satisfy their request while assuring that the rest of the nation 
would remain safe while conquering the Land. 

We learn what a stellar leader Moshe was, conquering his personal feelings for the sake 
of the nation. However, a more important lesson to take away from this section is that 
even when we want to question or reject the status quo, even when we want to cause 
positive disruption, we need to take a moment to put ourselves in the shoes of others 
whom this request or disruption might affect. This is often a tall order and yet, it is an act 
that this section seems to indicate is expected of us as we develop into empathetic and 
compassionate people. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 

For Discussion: 

 How might you have felt in this situation if you were Moshe? 

 What could the tribes of Gad and Reuven have done or said to mitigate any hurt 
that Moshe might feel in response to their request? Why do you think they did 
not do or say anything along those lines? 

 Count the number of times that the word “cattle” and related words appear in 
this section. Do you think that “cattle” is also a guide word? If so, what is it trying 
to tell us about the one of the themes of this section of text? 


